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Abstract —

To say education is important is an understatement. It is a weapon to improve one’s life. It is a lifelong process
that ends with death. It certainly determines the quality of an individual’s life. It is the medium that gives us the
skills, techniques, information and knowledge to know, understand and respect the duties we have towards out
societies, families and the nation. Therefore the magnitude of the importance of education in life is huge as well
as multifold. Hences being educated is the biggest asset. India is a country which has given a lot of importance
to education. In India majority of people belong to poor. Hence to them, earning money is the most priority.
Naturally in India till a large section of people are far away from education on the ground of poverty and gender
discrimination. Poverty is the biggest hindrance for the attainment of education. In Assam, West Bengal, Tripura
and such other tea producing states, tea-tribes is such a community which is still backward in terms of education
despite of various efforts taken by the government in the field of education. This paper will hence focus on the
problems faced by the Tea-workers of India in completing their basic education and in continuation of that.
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Objectives —

The objectives of this paper can be-

i) to point out the need and utility of education in human life.

ii) to highlight the current status of education among tea-labourers in India.

iii) to make an assessment regarding the problems faced by the tea labourers in completing their basic education.
iv) to make some directions by which the literacy rates among the labourers can be increased.

Literature Review-

Tea-garden and the life-style of its labourers had has been a great subject of discussion. Books, articles, journals
have been written on this favourite topic. Books on literacy rates of tea labourers had also been composed by
many. One such famous book is (“A social work approach to the Tea plantation in India.” by Dr. D. John Paul
where the author beautifully gives pen picture of the working condition of labourers in India. The book also
deals with the severe problems faced by the labourers and their poor literary rate. Another famous book written
for the tea-workers, specially in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal is ‘Everyday sustainability : Gender
justice and Fair Trade Tea in Darjeeling by Debanshi Sen in which the author has portraryed the life style of tea-
toilers in the area and their struggle for existence.

Introdcution

Education plays an important role in the development of a nation and schools decide the fate of the nation’s
future. Education is the right of every individual of the country. Various educational facilities in the schools
enhance the learning abilities of the students and also establish a good relationship between the students,
teachers, parents and society. School facilities are the material resources provided for staff and students to
optimize their productivity in the teaching and learning process as well as to make them responsive to the
changing environment of school delivery. The school facilities consists of not only the physical structure and
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variety of building systems but also drinking water, toilets for boys as well as girls, electricity, text-books,
uniforms playgrounds, mid-day meals etc. which would positively influence all concerned with the system.

India, Assam or for that matter no country in the world can ever make any substantial progress or
become strong enough to face the challenges of the changing modern world, as long as its population by and
large remain uneducated and without any real power to make its presence effective on the national and
international level. Our country has reached a stage in its economic and technological development when a
major effort must be made to ensure that the fruits of change reach all sections of community especially the
disadvantaged section like the tea-tribes. Education being the highway to this goal can help in increasing
contemporary knowledge and disseminate information on current facts, technological developments, as well as
inculcate and develop new ideas, values and attitudes among the youth. Through education the social evils,
superstitious beliefs and age-old traditions can be eradicated and thus can make them conscious citizens. The tea
garden population is a disadvantaged social group comprising about 20 percent of the population of Assam. But
no improvement has been found in their school facilities.

New problems and challenges are being confronted by the people in all fields of life. Styles of living
are changing so fast, that it is difficult to keep pace with the changing ideas, beliefs, lifestyles, and material
pursuits for more and more human welfare. Much of the poverty and backwardness of the masses is due to
illiteracy and ignorance. Hence education can help Education plays a predominant role in this modern world. In
today's world education became the most important aspect. Education plays a key role in the development of the
society. There is day by day advancement in the field of education. It is the ultimate pathway of success.
Education gives a great deal of support and encourages each and every individual. "Being educated is the
biggest asset". The stunning fact is that education is given highest place in today's world. One should learn to
respect parents or else they will not have values, and one should also learn to respect education or else they will
be ruined. Education will promote knowledge and awareness in rural area. Right to education is a fundamental
right. According to this right children up to age of fourteen should study but not work, child labor is an offense.
Maximum no of child labor are in India. Education should be provided to all. It is an essential commodity like
food, clothing and shelter. It is a key for success.

Problem of Child Labour -

Education is a crucial component of any effective effort to eliminate child labour. There are many
interlinked explanations for child labour. No single factor can fully explain its persistence and, in some cases,
growth. The way in which different causes, at different levels, interact with each other ultimately determines
whether or not an individual child becomes a child labourer. Children's participation in the labour force is
endlessly varied and infinitely volatile, responding to changing market and social conditions. This context is
matched by the flexibility of the large, unprotected, potential child labour force. Poverty and social exclusion,
labour mobility, discrimination and lack of adequate social protection and educational opportunity all come into
play in influencing child labour outcomes.

Poor infrastructure

The schools and colleges are not rear in tea garden area. There rather quite good in number. But earlier it was
not worth mentioning in a respect of infrastructure. Build was not good; there was scarcity of bench of chairs.
The Atmosphere was not healthy earlier. Hygiene was not maintained. Although in recent decades, the picture
get changed slowly and gradually. Because of Sarbo Siksha Mission, now there is good building, separate latrine
for boys and girls and such other essential ideals. Mid-day-meal is now serve in such school and most of the
student do come to school and intake mid-day-meal. The atmosphere is getting changed day by day. But still
there are many problems. But one can assume that in future everything would go in right order.

Poor economy

It is well known fact that in India poverty is one of the major problems of literacy. Here people do have hand to
mouth existence and education to such ill-fated people is rather a luxury. Same is the case with the tea toilers.
Most of the Guardins still leave below property line. Naturally there primary aim is to exist. Very occussionally
they fetch their sons to factory to earn some money to maintain livelihood. They often think to educate their
siblings. Thouth situations go in river direction. Now it is very slow progress.
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Illiteracy of Gurdians

The illetaracy of the guardians sometimes is the major hindrance to the educational fulfillment of students. In
tea garden area most of the labourers are not educated. They never ever went to school and accordingly they do
not have any fascination to educate their children. Rather they would take pleasure in fetching their children to
duties to earn some money. Never they also encourage their children to fullfil their dreams with education. But
recently they come to know the real value of education and what it can do in real life. Now many of them insist
their child to go to school.

Other hidden issues-

Experience shows that a combination of economic growth, respect for labour standards, universal
education and social protection, together with a better schools are supposed to be the temples of learning, but the
average primary educational institution in India is likely to be a dingy, dilapidated place without access to
electricity, toilets and with too few teachers. True, just having great school infrastructure is not sufficient to
improve learning outcomes, h. is certainly a necessary condition. The latest Annual Status of Education Report
shows that learning outcomes are abysmal in Indian schools. The following charts show that there is a lot of
work needed in school-level infrastructure Close government announces a new education policy which is in the
works. Infrastructure is directly linked to the economic development and growth of a country.

It acts as a catalyst for the development of povert alleviating solutions, providing access to basic needs
such as health care, education, food resources, transportation, job opportunities and more. It also increases
productivity and improves the quality of life for many communities.

Infrastructure refers to the structures, facilities ar systems that contribute to the function of a count
These include buildings, roads, bridges, airports, airways, power supplies, water and sanitation supplies,
telecommunication systems and more. When these infrastructures are not operating properly, the chain of
production is disrupted. This disruption hinders development, which causes economic deficit and, in turn, brings
low standard of living Parents and guardians, are both economic and academic. Economic reasons are the top
three reasons cited: About 55% of parents/guardians and about 60% of child respondents cited need to
supplement income through household chores or domestic work. About 30% of the respondents cited need to
work to earn money. 30-40% of respondents cited school-related expenses (direct cost appear to be a greater
problem for dropouts). Students also drop out of school for academic reasons. A cluster of school based reasons
indicate that school does not provide a supportive environment for academic success or self-esteem. Poor
academic performance (9-10%) fell behind with lessons (5-8%) Discouraged by teachers (14% particularly for
dropouts); 46% criticized by teacher did not like school (5-13% particularly for dropouts); 15% participated in
school events, projects or clubs Chronic absenteeism is a major contributor to dropout.

The majority (55%) of dropouts and nearly half (40%) of atrisk students have missed more than 15
consecutive days of school over the academic year. 36% of at risk students and 61% of dropouts have missed 3
or more days per month. 40% of parents/guardians were not or seldom aware of their child's absences. Other
factors cited for dropout were: illness and marriage. Factors not frequently cited: conflict, distance to school, too
old, pregnancy, school safely, and lack of latrines.

Conclusion —

Education is the greatest weapon in human life to progress. It is the need for every individual. But surprisingly
some of us are lacking behind. The tea-labourers are the worst victims. Their journey of education is not sound
good at all. Most of them are far away from the world of education. Even the children do not go to institution.
The rate of drop-out is on the rise graph. But it should be stopped anyhow. They must be taken in the arena of
education and it is the duty of the nation to assist them to enjoy life with dignity.
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